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ANDREAS VESALIUS BRUXELLENSIS: THE BLOODLETTING
LETTER OF 1539. AN ANNOTATED TRANSLATION AND STUDY OF
THE EVOLUTION OF VESALIUS'S SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENT. By
John B. deC. M. Saunders (Ed.) and Charles Donald O'Malley. Henry
Schuman, New York, 1947. 94 pp. $5
This short book is constructed around the first translation into English of a
complete work of Vesalius, a fact which in itself distinguishes the volume. Drs,
Saunders and O'Malley have drawn upon the earlier manuscript translation of
Professor Charles Upson Clark. However, the authors have contributed much
more than a clear rendition into English of the difficult Vesalian Latin. There is
a scholarly review of the development of the theories which guided the practice
of venesection, and an account of the discovery of the valves in human veins
is given. Both the weighty influence of Galen on Vesalius and the latter's courage
and scientific genius in correcting the Galenic tradition are clearly set forth,
as is the background of medical theory and practice against which the venesection
controversy occurred. The work is liberally annotated, and there is an adequate
index. The meticulous scholarship of the authors has not interfered with a
lucid and enthusiastic style. The book is a valuable contribution to the literature
of medical history. -THOMAS R. FORBES
THE EPITHELIA OF WOMAN'S REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS. By
George N. Papanicolaou, Herbert F. Traut, and Andrew A. Marchetti.
The Commonwealth Fund, 1948. vi + 53 pp. + plates. $10
This volume, which follows the important monograph by Drs. Papanicolaou
and Traut on the Diagnosis of Uterine Cancer by the Vaginal Smear which
appeared in 1943, is aimed to correlate the cytologic changes observed in vaginal,
endocervical, and endometrial smears with the cytologic and histologic changes
occurring in certain epithelial structures of the human female generative tract.
The volume is lavishly and superbly illustrated by colored plates prepared from
drawings by Mr. Hashine Muryana, and the text is finely descriptive of these
illustrations. The work will undoubtedly be of great value to all those who are
interested in the study of the cytology of body secretions, especially as applied to
the diagnosis of malignancy. The important previous contributions of the
authors place the stamp of the guinea on the present performance.
-HERBERT THOMS